
December 2nd, 2016 

Dear Parents & Students: 

Today we begin another year of History Fair, a research project sponsored by the Chicago Metro History 

Education Center (which is supported by the Chicago History Museum & National History Day). History 

Fair has become a staple in the curriculum and the community. While History Fair can be competitive, it 

is, at its core, a fundamental learning process for students, incorporating the best inquiry-based 

learning practices in social studies. This year’s theme is “Taking a Stand in History!” 

Throughout the year, we will learn to research, analyze, and write. While all students will develop a 

topic on Chicago or Illinois History, not every student will do the same thing. Aside from choosing their 

own topic (and potential partners), students may decide between writing a research paper, building an 

exhibit, making a documentary, creating a website, or performing a live interpretation of history. The 

general timeline for students to work on this project is as follows: 

 December: Develop Topic, Context, Product Choice  

 January: Research, Research, Research! Research Road Trips to Chicago Libraries 

 February: Analyze Research; Build Project 
 
A more detailed timeline is on the reverse of this letter. 
 
Our 6th Annual History Fair/Spartan Showcase will be on Thursday, March 8th. Projects will be due prior 

to the Fair to allow for any revisions. I encourage all parents to put this date on their calendars! Not only 

is it an extremely well-attended event, encouraging your child on this journey certainly increases their 

work ethic and pride in the final product. The best projects require the best resources, and students will 

need your help getting to museums and historic sites.  

Following our Fair, several student historians will be able to advance to the Chicago Metro History Fair in 

April. Students interested in advancing to the Chicago Metro History Fair are required to know the rules 

and limitations and understand their individual requirements. I have shared with students these rules; 

they need to adhere to them. Rules can also be found at www.chicagohistoryfair.org. Our allotted 

amount of projects is: 

 4 Exhibits 

 3 Websites 

 2 Documentaries 

 4 Research Papers 
 

For more information, continue to visit Google Classroom, www.littlelakeview.wordpress.com, as well as 

email me with any questions.  

Sincerely, 

 

Mr. Little 

http://www.chicagohistoryfair.org/
http://www.littlelakeview.wordpress.com/

