
Research?! A guide to finding information for your 7th Grade Social Studies Project 

As we look to find information about our topic, it’s important to know a few things.  Where do I look? What am I 

looking for? What kind of information is reliable? This guide will help you along the way. 
 

1re·search 
 noun \ri-ˈsәrch, ˈrē-ˌ\ 
: careful study that is done to find and report new knowledge about something 
: the activity of getting information about a subject 

 
Mr. Little’s requirements are:  

✓ 10 different, unique sources (ex: different sites within www.history.com do not count) 
✓ At least 1 newspaper used. 
✓ At least 2 books used. 
✓ At least 1 encyclopedia or reference text used (may be web-based references or encyclopedias). 
✓ For each of your 10 sources, at least 3 facts or ideas from that source. 5 would be considered the ideal 

number, with 15 pieces of information making it a “cornerstone resource.”  
✓ At least 1 “cornerstone resource” per project (a cornerstone resource is a source contributing at least 15 

pieces of information to your research. 
 

Where do I look? 

1. I first recommend my blog. I have compiled, with the help of Mrs. Hagensee, a comprehensive list of 

resources available at school & via the web: http://littlelakeview.wordpress.com/how-to-research/  

2. Visit your local library. Even without a library card, you should be able to access their facilities and get the 

help of a librarian.  

3. Museums and collections are often open to the public. Do some browsing on your topic to see what you can 

find in the area. 

4. Documentaries are perfectly acceptable. Visit your library, or look on youtube.  

5. If you can find someone related to your topic, interviews are an amazing, real-life resource.  

What am I looking for? 

Before you begin, you must ask yourself: why am I researching this topic? List 2-3 questions to ask yourself while 

you’re researching. As you research, more ideas will develop as you answer those questions. Keep asking your “5 W’s” 

questions from Mrs. Maass’ current events project last year. Your questioning must drive your research.  

How do I know if this information is accurate? 

∙ “When in doubt, check it out!” If you’re unsure if something is true, search other sources for validation. If you 

cannot find it in more than 1 source, it’s probably not best to use it. 

∙ Most print sources are reliable. Web resources are trickier. We’ll do some class activities to help, but, in the 

meantime, the general rule is: look for .net, .org, and .edu type sites.  

∙ Websites with lots of ads and pop-ups are typically dubious. Look for an author, a date of publication, or an 

association with a research organization. Also, look for a “contact us” or “about us” section.  

What kind of source is this information? 

∙ Primary source: information which comes FROM the event, person, or topic you are researching (an 

interview).  

∙ Secondary source: something ABOUT the event, person or topic you are researching (a newspaper article).  

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.history.com&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEGAvseaPP46Qb2w8uOoo6i_FQUPA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Flittlelakeview.wordpress.com%2Fhow-to-research%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGiPqAsHydDxDFLpRbPLDikveBnpA

