
A Class Guide to Mr. Little’s 

Seventh Grade Social Studies 
                

 

Much of our learning in this class is done through hands-on learning, study of primary sources, and empowering students 
to evaluate, criticize, and assess historical events.  Through these methods, students will learn to think more creatively 
and critically, use historical lessons to make decisions, and become more resourceful and accountable learners.   
 

Teaching Objectives: 
As an educator, it is my goal to: 

1. Help students think critically, using more than just historical cause and effect to understand our historical 
mysteries and past.  History is not black and white.  Thinking should not be, either. 

2. Create a Learner-Centered Classroom where every student feels comfortable, welcome, and engaged. 
3. Teach students to identify their Learning Style(s), and become a better student with that knowledge. 
4. Create better citizens by instilling the Core Democratic Values of our Constitution in them. 
5. Create resourceful students that can tell fact from fiction, determine the value of a source, build concrete 

background knowledge, and know where to find more information. 
6. “Make No Small Plans.”    I love showing our students the great imagination and endless opportunities that our 

city and world provide.  Studies Studies provides an unparalleled opportunity for this, as examples of innovation, 
courage, and risk-taking inspires the same from our impressionable students! 

7. Help mold students to be Inventive and Creative. Students shouldn’t expect a quiet, a normal, or a boring 
classroom. We try different ideas and we challenge ourselves to think differently.  

8. Incorporate hands-on learning, because we all learn best by doing and creating, not listening or repeating.  
 

My Expectations of Students: 
1.  Work Hard.  There’s simply no other way to do things. I set an example of hard work in everything I do, and expect 
students to consistently do their personal best in every facet of their time at Lakeview, my class included.  
2.  Respect.  I not only expect students to respect their peers’ opinions, but also their right to learn in an appropriate 
learning environment.  
3.  Challenge Yourself.  This classroom offers a great deal of flexibility, freedom, and opportunity.  Take advantage of 
that… we don't just learn about long-dead statesmen and historical figures, but question how events unfold, how great 
people accomplished great things by learning from their failures, and how events are related to each other. Studying 
history is an exploration, not repetition. Learning comes through difficulty and being challenged, not memorization.  
 

My Background 
This is my tenth year teaching, my eight at Lakeview.  I graduated from Central Michigan University in 2003 with a 
Major in Social Studies and Minors in History and Athletic Coaching.  I also have a Master of Arts in Reading Education 
from Concordia University-Chicago.  I love what I do, and dedicate myself to being a great educator.  I attend seminars, 
observe other teachers and coaches (both at Lakeview and elsewhere), read books, blogs and journals, and travel to learn 
how to teach better.  I am manic in my search to find the best methods, resources, and research to help students develop 
into brilliant young learners. 
 

My Webpage, E-mail, and Voicemail 
Technology is a highly utilized component of my classroom.  My website is littlelakeview.wordpress.com.  It is full of 
links, resources, and will be updated with a copy of every handout that the students receive.  For students missing my 
class (or whom forget their work) and parents interested in what we do, visit this site.  The best way to contact me is by 
e-mail, jlittle@ccsd66.org.  I usually respond in the morning and in the evening. My classroom phone number/voicemail 
(630-783-5029) is also available, though only turned on after school hours.  Additionally, class updates are available on 
Twitter (@bigjakelittle) for those who use it.  
 
Materials 
Please have for my class: 

× ½ inch Binder with loose-leaf paper 
 or 

× Notebook (preferably college-ruled) and 2-pocket folder 
× “American Nation” Textbook (distributed and brought HOME during first week of class) 
× “We the People” Textbook (kept at school, I only have a class set; if you must have one at home, please ask) 

All other materials (colored pencils, scissors, glue stick, etc) should be kept in lockers unless requested. 
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