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Before the Revolution – Test – Study Guide
This test will take place on Tuesday, February 23.  It will be worth approximately 60 points, 
comprising of fill-in-the-blank, matching, vocab identification, and placing items in chronological 
order.  You will prepare by studying Textbook Chapter 5, your Vocab Chart, Before the Revolution 
Map and Timeline, BTR Note Sheets (all 3 sections), John Adams WS, and Notebook full of 
questions and board work that we've done.  

The following questions are a sample of what you’ll see on the test:

1. What were the effects of the French and Indian War?

2. Why was the Ohio River Valley so important to New France?

3. Why were the Colonists frustrated with the British taxes and laws after the F/I War?

4. What was the most significant effect of the Boston Massacre?

5. How did the British feel when the Colonists reacted to the Tea Act so badly?

6. Rank these events that led up to the Revolution (from least important to most important): 

a. Boston Massacre

b. Stamp Act

c. Proclamation of 1763

d. Tea Act

e. First Continental Congress



Identify where the definitions are “hidden” in the paragraphs.  Use a highlighter to show 
you’ve found them, and then list which vocab words you’ve found definitions to.  How many 
can you find?

At the beginning of the Revolution, competition and conflict existed between France, Britain, and 

the Native Americans in the central part of the Eastern US (that’s where Kentucky and Tennessee 

are now).  Once that conflict was resolved, Pontiac led his troops against the colonists, who had 

ignored the British Law forbidding colonists from traveling west of the Appalachian Mountains. 

Once the conflicts subsided around 1764, the British were left with a massive debt, and Colonists 

were left with great power and new territory. 

The Colonists had grown frustrated with the British because of a series of taxes - the Sugar, Stamp, 

and Townshend Acts.  The Colonists protested in several ways – refusing to buy certain goods and 

services (in order to prove a point), harassing and assaulting British officials, and smuggling.  In 

order to control the Colonists better, the British passed a law requiring 1500 new soldiers to live in 

Boston, and another giving British inspectors the right to inspect ships without written consent or 

reason.  These tensions would come to a head during a one night conflict in Massachusetts, leaving 

five Colonists dead.  Sympathy would spread for the Colonists everywhere.  

This paragraph can be better completed after the 2/19 and 2/22 lessons, though you should be able to today. 

Britain retained one tax – the tea tax – and though the Brits reformed it to make tea cheaper for 

Colonists, they did not like British interference in free enterprise, or business’ freedom.  The 

Colonists protested with the Boston Tea Party, angering the British into passing four even harsher 

laws.  The Colonists responded with a letter writing campaign to inform other colonies about the 

unfair treatment of the British in Boston and Massachusetts.  Soon, men were preparing their 

muskets to fight at a moment’s notice, and the first shots of the Revolutionary War were fired.  


