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Before Columbus…
A description of the people who may have found America long before the famed voyage of 1492.  

So now, decide thistory…

The Quandary: When Christopher Columbus came to America in 1492, there were already people 
here.  How did they get here?  And why did they look and act so familiar?  Most people believe the 
“Land Bridge” theory, and dismiss the idea that it was possible to travel so far over water before the 
Renaissance and Scientific Revolution.

Proof of The Possibility:  In 1850, a Japanese sailboat was damaged badly in a typhoon, leaving the 
ship without the ability to steer or generate power.  It simply traveled where the sea took it!  For 
over a year, the sailors drifted the Pacific, until they ended up in… (what is now) Washington State. 
That’s nearly 4,800 miles!  Despite the doubts of many, it’s clearly possible to do, even if by accident.

In addition, 3 times in the last 50 years, historians have constructed boats that the ancient Irish, 
Egyptians, and Americans used.  Each has proven, over distances of 2,000, 4,000, and 4,150 miles, 
that sailing the oceans has always been possible, if even by accident.

Now… Your Directions: We -  as historians - have to find evidence, decide if it’s reliable or not, and 
construct a better picture of America’s true history.  Below is a list of pieces of evidence.  They vary 
in reliability, and it’s up to you to decide how credible each is.   Next to each item, write “strong,” 
“weak,” or “moderate” to indicate what you think of each.  Then, come to a conclusion about what 
YOU think may have happened.  Be imaginative, be creative, but mostly – be based in fact.   

The Evidence: 
1. The Phoenicians started the Carthage Empire in Africa around the same time Rome started 

(800 BC).  As they both grew, they became great rivals and Rome eventually destroyed 
Carthage during the Punic Wars (150 BC).  Aristotle, alive near the beginning of the 
Carthage Empire, wrote about how Phoenician sailors had stumbled across a large land 
beyond the Pillars of Hercules (Gibraltar).  In order to keep this vast land a secret from the 
Romans, they rarely spoke of it.  When Carthage fell, so did their secret.  Except one thing: 
there have been some Phoenician coins found since then.  They had been considered great 

Most people today believe that the first inhabitants of America arrived by crossing the Land Bridge connecting 

Siberia to Alaska.  Through science and historical evidence, this idea is solidly backed up.  However, there are 

striking similarities between the Americas and Europe, Asia, and Africa.  Were people here long before 

Columbus?  How did people really get here?  Was the world, at one time, far more civilized?  Or is this all just a 

coincidence?  While we don’t really know, and maybe never will, the idea that something magical, something 

mysterious, or something amazing happening so long ago is very interesting.  It’s the “essence” of history, really.



sailors for a long time; however, this is confirmed by the drawing on the bottom of their 
coins: A map of the world… including the Americas!

2. The secret might not have been kept so well.  Roman coins were also dug up, but in Maine, 
Indiana, Kentucky, Texas and Venezuela!  In addition, pottery and other evidence have been 
found throughout the Americas, especially in Mexico and Brazil.

3. Peanuts have been discovered in Chinese historical sites, some 4000 years old!  Peanuts only 
come from South America.

4. In 1882, a farmer in Cass County, Illinois picked up bronze coin later identified as a coin of 
Antiochus IV, one of the kings of Syria who reigned from 175 BC to 164 BC, and who is 
mentioned in the Bible.

5. Saint Brendan, an Irish Monk, wrote in the 500’s (AD) about the “Land of the Promise of the 
Saints,” where he saw “huge fish spouting foam, resembling islands,”  “crystal columns, with 
a “silver canopy,” and a treeless  island “covered in slag”, or volcanic rock.  

6. The Aztec word for god, “Teo,” is very similar to the Greek version: “Theos.”

7. Around 1900, a stone was found in a lake in Minnesota.  On it was an old Swedish story 
about how 30 Vikings had traveled into America.  This stone – The Kensington Stone - is 
from the 1300’s!

8. Some South American cultures make paper and use blowguns in a similar way as the people 
in Indonesia.  

9. When Christopher Columbus returned from America, he brought the spears of Native 
Americans.  The tips, made of a metal, were the exact same metal that the West Africans had 
been famous for crafting.

10. Ever make the connection between the Aztecs and the Egyptians love for the pyramid?  How 
about their worship of the Sun God?

11. A pineapple was a part of a mosaic on a wall in an ancient Roman town you might have heard 
of – Pompeii.  Pineapples, like peanuts, only come from Central/South America.  



12. In 1313, 400 Mali Empire (of West Africa) ships discover a land across the ocean to the West 
after being dragged off course by ocean currents.  Only one ship stays on course and reports 
this incident, one year later, to Prince Abubakari II.  The captain of the lone surviving ship 
relates their discovery of a Western Current to Prince Abubakari II.  Meanwhile, the off-
course Mali fleet of 400 ships conducts both trade and warfare with peoples encountered in 
the western lands. Prince Abubakari II, quits as king of the Mali Empire, and sets off to 
explore the coast of the central isthmus of the western lands. In 1324, new Mali king Mansa 
Musa is said to have stopped in Egypt and related this account an Islamic historian, who 
recorded these events.  There may be indications that his successor, Musa II, sent out another 
expedition that may have reached the Antilles.

13. One of the most famous Mayan sculptures is that of a bearded man rowing.  Who had beards: 
the natives of a hot, steamy location, or a cold, wet one?

14. The Egyptians are famous for their Great Pyramids of Giza.  However, similar structures 
were built in other parts of Africa and Europe, and the largest of all – even bigger than 
Egypt’s – is in Mexico.  The Aztecs claim their Great Pyramid of Cholula was built by a god 
after a great flood.  We don’t know the date of it’s construction, but we do know that it is the 
most massive thing built anywhere in the world.

15. The Olmecs – America’s oldest civilization, remember – had distinct African influences. 
Most notably, their stone sculptures more closely resemble Africans than Americans.

16. The personal library of Alexander the Great – great Greek military commander and ruler – 
contained maps of the world written from Greek explorations and the knowledge of their 
neighbors conquests.  These maps included the coastlines of Antarctica and South America.  

17. Cotton, bananas, and some types of beans and gourds are native to Africa.  They were a 
central part of the African diet for thousands of years, and helped the Africans thrive longer 
than any other group of people in history.  Funny thing is, those same plants are also found in 
Central and South America.

18. Columbus – this time Ferdinand Columbus, his son – travels with dad and writes "The 
people who live farther east of here, as far as Cape Gracios a Dios, are almost black in color".

19. In 1513, as explorer Balboa crosses Panama, he encounters the Tule, a tribe from Panama and 
Colombia. The Tule describe to Balboa their recent war against the people of the Mandinga 
("dark men") nation, whom Balboa reportedly sighted previously.  While one priest wrote 
this, others, like French priest Abbé Brasseur de Bourbourg, described the Mandinga as 
having "black skin" and the Tule as having "red skin".

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mali_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Etienne_Brasseur_de_Bourbourg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colombia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panama
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panama
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vasco_Nunez_de_Balboa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antilles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mansa_Musa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mansa_Musa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abubakari_II

