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The Chicago Project
As this unit will help us understand, Chicago is built of and from many great things.  People, cultures, 
buildings, and events have made this city great.  Your project will help you explore and teach your fellow 
students just how.  

Before we begin, it’s logical to identify the goal of this project.  I’ll give you the 5 options, then you choose 
the “Big Question” you hope to answer with completion of your project.  What is the objective of your 
project?  What is your goal?  What question do you hope to answer with your work? This question will drive 
all of your research and work on this project.

1. Is Chicago a great city?
2. How has Chicago grown so quickly?
3. Should Chicago host the 2016 Olympic Games?
4. Is Chicago a diverse city?
5. Has anything important ever come from Chicago?

Once you’ve chosen a goal, how will you accomplish it?  What can you best do to show what you’ve learned? 
What best reflects your learning style?  You have six choices for this project:
1. Build a Skyscraper. 
2. Create a Photo Album/Scrapbook.
3. Build a 3D poster or map.
4. Write a Newspaper Article following any famous Chicago day.
5. Write a research paper on any famous Chicagoan (or Chicago “thing”).
6. Create a story (historical fiction or non-fiction) about Chicago (or a Chicagoan or a Chicago event) and 

put it into video, pop-up book, story, poem book, or song, rap, or skit.

While creativity and freedom for this project are great, you still have some very simple, but clear 
responsibilities.  It is not a successful project – no matter how cool it is – without addressing each of the 
following goals:

1. Use resources to find factual information.
2. Describe how Chicago has grown to provide us with brilliant things, people, and ideas.
3. Collaborate with our peers to build a better product.
4. Create a product that helps explain how Chicago has become great.

Due Dates:
Thursday, December 4 – Objective/Project Selection, Completion of this Worksheet (10 points)
Wednesday, December 10 – 20 Notecards (20 points). More directions on this to come.
Monday, December 15 – “Rough Draft” of Project (20 points). Details for each project selection to come.
Wednesday, December 17 – Final Project Due (50 points).  Rubrics for each project to come.
Wednesday, December 17 – Presentations of Projects. Very brief, 2 minute explanations of your work.

Please complete the other side



Objective/Project Selection and Starter Sheet:

I am working (circle one): alone with a partner in a group of                    

Group members (leave blank if “flying solo”):                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Our project will explore an answer to the following “Big Question” or objective:                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

To do that, what will we do? (project choice):                                                                                                                      

How are we going to do this?                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

What specific materials might we need to do that?                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

What resources are going to help us?                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

What we need to know/find out:                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

A brief summary of each project selection and its requirements:
*Build a Skyscraper: Using the materials of your choice, construct a building from that is in Chicago (or is 
currently under construction).  The building must be rigid and sturdy, have accurate color and details, and 
MUST be to a 1:585 scale.  You will have to find accurate measurements, multiple viewpoints to construct an 
accurate building, and find background information and stats about the building.  A written component is 
required (2 paragraphs per person) to support an answer to your “Big Question.”

*Create a Photo Album/Scrapbook: Each album must have 20 photos, with 3 WICS each for each picture (what 
the picture is, why you chose the picture, and where in the city it is located (address, streets, or neighborhood). 
Pictures may be taken by yourself or family (on an actual trip downtown), or printed off the web (a virtual trip). 

*Build a 3D poster or map: Using a sturdy background (like foamboard), build a model that represents 
Chicago’s skyline, neighborhoods, places, etc.  Locations should be labeled, and the poster/map should include 
a 2 paragraph explanation of how your product answers your “Big Question.”

*Write a Newspaper article following any famous Chicago day:  Whether you select the World’s Fair (either 
one), Valentine’s Day Massacre, or Democratic Convention in ’68, capture how this event answers your “Big 
Question.”  Use a photo or visual aid, use “old” paper, make it a real layout but don’t forget – this is a 
newspaper article.  Be sure to meet your editor’s demands (mine) – 500 words on your event.  You may write 
multiple articles from different perspectives or of different themes as a part of a “front page” type layout, too.

*Write a research paper on any famous Chicagoan (or Chicago “thing”): Make it a standard essay (Intro-3 Body 
Paragraphs-Conclusion) supporting how/why your topic helps answer your “Big Question.”  

*Create a story (historical fiction or non-fiction) about Chicago (or a Chicagoan or a Chicago event) and put it 
into video, pop-up book, story, poem book, or song, rap, or skit:  You have the most freedom here, but have a 
basic set of requirements:  Thoroughly answer the “Big Question,” assign roles for all partners involved, and 
use our class time wisely.   If filming, please include a script and me with a copy of a DVD/tape to keep.  For 
other choices, see me for examples and ideas.


