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The Chicago Project – Update & Rubrics
So far, we've completed (or nearly completed) the following steps:

1. Identified our project objective.
2. Identified how we are going to do that (project selection).
3. Collected (at minimum) 10 resources from which we will gather our information.  
4. Created (at minimum) 20 notecards that identify the facts from which we will build our product (that 

answers our question).  

The next steps begin the construction of our product, the “thing” that will show what we've learned. 
Remember to always keep your “big  question” in mind.  It should drive all of your work.
Some of the below dates are changes, so notice the ALL CAPS or bold type.  

1. The Rough Draft is due at the end of class on FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12.  Examples of what a rough draft 
is are on my board, on my blog, and listed below.  

2. Students may bring materials to build their product in class next week, but remember, time is limited. 
And another reminder regarding banned items: hot glue guns, spraypaint, styrofoam, and glitter.

3. FINAL PROJECTS will be due on THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18.  They may be turned in earlier, if needed.  

Rough Draft Descriptions
1. Building a Skyscraper: You'll need to “sketch” the poster on paper, drawing each side and piece of 

the building.  You should include all measurements, as this will be the starting point for your building. 
Without blueprints, you cannot build.  Every height, length, width, etc. must be measured and listed. 
Don't forget – use that 1:585 scale (divide the real measurement by 585 to get the model size). 
Finally, list the materials and components you'll need to build.  

2. Photo Album/Scrapbook or Play/Skit/Video: You'll need to write up a page-by-page (or frame-by-
frame, slide-by-slide, or scene-by-scene) list of what you're doing.  This can be a script of sorts, but 
you need to plan out exactly what you're doing before you do it.  

3. 3D Poster/Map: Please sketch out what you're doing, layout what you're project will look like.  If you 
need to label anything or create a legend, do that now.  Finally, list the materials and components 
you'll need to build.  

4. Newspaper Article/Research Paper: Outline what you're going to write.  You may use a graphic 
organize, instead.  Whatever the method, you must have at least  3main ideas (for your 3 body 
paragraphs), and support each of them with facts.  Also, write your entire introduction paragraph.  

Rubrics are on the reverse



The Chicago Project Rubric – Newspaper/Research Paper

Total Points/50                                                           

Comments:                                                                   

                                                                                          

                                                                                          

                                                                                          

                                                                                          

                                                                                          

                                                                                          

Not Done or 
Poor

Below
Average

Average Above
Average

Excellent

Content

Have you met the required 
length/structure (For 
Research Papers - Is it 
structured properly (Intro-3 
Body Paragraphs-Conclusion) 
(For Newspapers, 500 words) 

0   1  2 3   4   5   6 7  8 9 10

Does it contain sufficient and 
accurate  facts and evidence? 

0  1  2  3  4  5 6  7  8  9 10  11  12   13  14 15

Is it grammatically correct 
(spelling, spacing, 
punctuation)

0  1 2 3 4 5

Product

How well does it answer your 
“Big Question?”  Is it clear? 
Can your peers read it and 
understand how to answer 
your “Big Question?”

0  1  2  3  4  5 6  7  8  9 10  11  12   13  14 15

Is it carefully done, avoiding 
sloppiness and careless 
mistakes?  (margins, heading, 
etc)  

0  1 2 3 4 5


