
Constitution Test Sampler
Write the correct answers below in complete sentences.  You may use extra paper if you'd like.

I. Foundations of Government 

1. What is a “State of Nature?”

2. What is it called when somebody “gives permission” or “allows” for another to do 
something?  In this case we give it to our governments to rule us

3. What is the single greatest responsibility of Americans?

4. What can Americans do – every day – to help keep America great?

5. What is Habeas Corpus?

II. The Preamble, Articles, and Principles of the Constitution 

6. Which part of the Constitution serves as its introduction, setting up the goals in it?

7. Our military executing an attack against a group which has hurt us is called (which 
Preamble goal):

8. The creation of food pyramid to teach Americans about healthy eating is an example of:

9. What is Limited Government?

10. The safeguards against power, where each branch has the ability to limit the power of the 
other two is called:

11. The idea that government gets its power from the people, or the idea that government is an 
“agreement between people and the government.”

12. The idea that people’s rights are protected by the government is considered the 
Constitutional Principle of:

III. Article I: The Legislature 

13. Each state sends how many Senators to the Senate?

14. What does “bicameral” mean?

15. Which of these is a responsibility of the legislative branch?

16. What is the “elastic clause?”

st



17. Who leads the Senate?

18. What kind of representation reflects the New Jersey Plan, giving power to the smaller 
states (every state gets the same amount of representation)?

19. What kind of representation reflects the Virginia Plan, giving power to the larger states?

IV. Article II: The Executive 

20. True/False: A President must be born in America to be eligible to run.

21. Which is the group of men/women (experts) that advice the President on important issues?

22. Who “Represents ALL people?”

23. Which of these is a power of the President?

24. How are the President and Vice President elected?

25. What is a pardon or a reprieve?

26. For what can a President be impeached?

27. What is a Mandate?

28. What is the President-Elect?

V. Article III: The Judicial Branch 

29. What is the age minimum for Supreme Court?

30. What is “unconstitutional?”

31. What is a “precedent?”

32. What is “judicial review?”

33. The Judicial Branch is responsible for:
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