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Constitution Study Guide – FINAL EDITION
After 2 months of study, we’re now just 2 weeks from the real deal.  The Constitution Test will be on Monday and 
Tuesday, November 24th and 25th.  We’ve done a great deal of work so far (covered below) and have just a few more 
topics to go over.  The following is a list of terms and topics covered since the last study guide was delivered a month 
ago.  I’m also including the few topics not covered, so you can begin reading now if you’d like.  In addition, the “old” 
content from the last study guide is included.  I recommend studying that immediately to refresh your memory.  

Materials:
• Article 2 Notes
• Article 2 Quiz
• Page 144; Questions 1-4
• Letters to President-Elect Obama
• Electoral College Predictions
• McCain-Obama Comparisons 

Reading:
• “We The People” pages 136-144 (Executive Powers); 181-186 (Judicial Review); 197-214 (Bill of Rights); 253-274 

(Citizenship); 215-224 (Amendments)
• Textbook pages 256 (Judicial Branch); 257 (Checks and Balances); 259-261 (Amendments); 266 (Immigration); 

265-269 (Citizenship) 

Vocab:
• Impeachment
• Line of Succession
• Electoral College

• Lame Duck
• President-Elect
• Mandate

• Popular Vote

Questions to Review:
• How many Electoral Votes does a President 

need be elected?
• Who represents all people?  Why?
• When is a President inaugurated? 
• When is Election Day?
• How do we determine the number of Electors 

from each state?
• What is a “faithless elector”
• Explain how the Line of Succession works.

• How/why can a President/VP/Judge be 
impeached?

• List the President’s powers?
• What is the Executive Power
• Recall 5 Departments in the Cabinet.
• How old must a President be?  Must he/she be 

born in America?
• Describe what a pardon is.

Vocab and Questions forthcoming:
• Amend
• Ratify
• Override 
• Naturalization
• Bill
• Veto
• Patriotism
• Unconstitutional 

• Judicial Review
• Establishment Clause
• Free Exercise Clause
• Poll Tax
• Register
• Citizen 
• What does a good citizen need to do?
• Explain how checks and balances work.

• How many Supreme Court 
justices are there?

• Speculate if/how the 
Constitution is a “living 
document?”

• Explain how a bill becomes a 
law.

• List & Describe the Bill of 
Rights.



First and foremost: the Constitution is located in your textbook starting on page 222.  Read it.  Know it.  Love it.  

Materials:
 Weekly goals and prompts
 Simpson’s State of Nature activity – and – state of nature drawings/stories
 Little Books
 Foundations of Gov’t Quiz
 Articles, Goals, Principles Quiz
 Articles, Goals and Principles Notes
 Article 1 Notes
 ‘We the People’ and textbook work (review questions 1-5, 3-6, etc.)

Reading:
 ‘ We the People’ pages: 13-20 (state of nature); 21-30 (republican gov’t); 129-36 (Legislative branch)
 Textbook   pages: 206-210 (Constitutional Convention);248-51 (goals, articles, principles);252-57 (3 branches)

Vocab:
 State of Nature
 Consent
 Social Contract
 Republic
 Civic Virtue
 Common Good
 General Welfare
 Common Defense
 Domestic Tranquility 
 A More Perfect Union
 Natural Rights

 Direct Democracy
 John Locke
 James Madison
 Great Compromise
 Bicameral
 Equal Representation
 Proportional 

Representation
 Popular Sovereignty
 Impeach
 Liberty 

 Limited Government
 Federalism
 Separation of Powers
 Checks and Balances
 Individual Rights
 Quorum
 Whip
 Speaker of the House
 President of the Senate
 President pro Tempore

Questions to Review:
 Why do we need government?
 How do we give consent to our government?
 How is a republic better for America than a direct democracy?
 List the Preamble goals in order of importance, to you.  
 What are the three branches of government?
 What does our government need in order to be successful?
 What can Americans do – everyday – to help America be great?
 What people influenced the Constitution’s writings, and how?
 What is the difference in “Equal Representation” and “Proportional Representation?”
 How many Representatives are in the House of Representatives?
 How many Senators are in the Senate?  How many does Illinois send?
 How might the Speaker of the House be the ‘most powerful person in America?”
 Describe 3 different leaders in Congress.


