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The Constitution – so far
We are now 4 weeks into our study of government and the Constitution (halfway there!). To help you organize what you need to know, here is a “study 
guide” of sorts.  Make notecards, answer the questions, and use it to “check” yourself and see what you need to review.  The Constitution Test 
will be on Tuesday and Wednesday – November 18th and 19th. 

First and foremost: the Constitution is located in your textbook starting on page 222.  Read it.  Know it.  Love it.  

Materials:
 Weekly goals and prompts
 Simpson’s State of Nature activity – and – state of nature drawings/stories
 Little Books
 Foundations of Gov’t Quiz
 Articles, Goals, Principles Quiz
 Articles, Goals and Principles Notes
 Article 1 Notes
 ‘We the People’ and textbook work (review questions 1-5, 3-6, etc.)

Reading:
 ‘ We the People’ pages: 13-20 (state of nature); 21-30 (republican gov’t); 129-36 (Legislative branch)
 Textbook   pages: 206-210 (Great Compromise);248-51 (goals, articles, principles);252-57 (3 branches)

Vocab:
 State of Nature
 Consent
 Social Contract
 Republic
 Civic Virtue
 Common Good
 General Welfare
 Common Defense
 Domestic Tranquility 
 A More Perfect Union
 Natural Rights

 Direct Democracy
 John Locke
 James Madison
 Great Compromise
 Bicameral
 Equal Representation
 Proportional Representation
 Popular Sovereignty
 Impeach
 Liberty 
 Limited Government

 Federalism
 Separation of Powers
 Checks and Balances
 Individual Rights
 Quorum
 Whip
 Speaker of the House
 President of the Senate
 President pro Tempore

Questions to Review:
 Why do we need government?
 How do we give consent to our government?
 How is a republic better for America than a direct democracy?
 List the Preamble goals in order of importance, to you.  
 What are the three branches of government?
 What does our government need in order to be successful?
 What can Americans do – everyday – to help America be great?
 What people influenced the Constitution’s writings, and how?
 What is the difference in “Equal Representation” and “Proportional Representation?”
 How many Representatives are in the House of Representatives?



 How many Senators are in the Senate?  How many does Illinois send?
 How might the Speaker of the House be the ‘most powerful person in America?”
 Describe 3 different leaders in Congress.


